• publishing important, cutting edge articles and conference proceedings; • organizing special issues to highlight outstanding research on a specific topic; • engaging readers like you to submit articles, serve as reviewers, and organize special topical issues of Surfaces; • making Surfaces a recognized forum for the exchange of the newest advancements of Surface Science.
But, why a further journal on surfaces? All of us are often spammed by several mermaids highlighting new journals. I have been convinced to take the challenge to launch this new journal by two main basic arguments. First, the reliability of the Editorial House, MDPI, who launched several successful Open Access journals; their Editorial Offices are effective enough to fulfil the declared performance. Second, a real interdisciplinary Open Access journal offering the large scope that is reported in the following scheme is still lacking. Here, I emphasize the term interdisciplinary, and not multidisciplinary, because one of the goals is break boundaries among different disciplines, harmonizing them into a coordinated and coherent whole.
The scope of Surfaces covers, but is not limited to, the following topics: In addition, while in Biology and Physics there is already a long practice of Open Access publishing, Chemistry has been rather slow in picking up this concept. The main advantages of the Open Access approach are: free access to anyone interested, rapid publication, color figures at no cost (because the journals are published only on the web), and, as it can be freely read by many scientists, including those who do not have access to the expensive subscriber journals, the long term impact is expected to be high. Also, authors can publish their experimental and theoretical results in as much detail as necessary to fully convey the information to others. In our frenetic world, where the speed of transferring information is a solid value, this model has proven to be extremely effective for harnessing new ideas and promoting talents. I hope that Surfaces will be equally authoritative for enhancing research on surfaces across the world.
It is our goal to get the journal off to a strong start in its first year also by publishing a number of special topical issues. As an example, I envision topical issues such as: novel spectroscopic methods for operando investigating surfaces, innovative surface functionalization methods, and photoelectrochemical catalysts. I welcome your suggestions on appropriate guest editors for each of these and on other topics that should be explored.
I look forward to receiving your contributions to Surfaces, and welcome your comments and ideas on how to make this an outstanding journal. I can be reached through the Editorial Office (surfaces@mdpi.com) or through my personal email (gaetano.granozzi@unipd.it).
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